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Central DuPage Hospital
and Winfield: What’s fair?
Recent legislation has made it easy for large,
profitable hospitals to use the services and
infrastructure of the municipality in which they’re
located while making almost no contribution toward
costs. Seems unbelievable? This is not only a fact,
but it’s taking place here in Winfield. Hospital officials
even helped to craft the legislation.

Village’s hospital steering
committee to evaluate options
Due to concerns about the increasing financial burden CDH places on Winfield — coupled with their
disregard for the negative impacts on our community
— the Village recently formed a Hospital steering
committee to address this issue. With CDH officials
stalling on any efforts to open new discussions, the
Village Board believed that it was important to evaluate the problem in greater detail. The committee will
be researching options and providing updates to the
Village Board.

l

l

WINFIELD’S BURDEN: CDH is the largest
user of Village services, but does not pay for
any services funded by local tax revenue.
TAX SHIFT: Estimated $1.7M in property tax
revenue annually lost to Village government
because of CDH’s tax-exempt status.

Map shows how CDH covers nearly 60 percent of the
property zoned for business in downtown Winfield,
effectively eliminating this property from the tax rolls

l

l

FAIR CONTRIBUTION: CDH has rejected
Winfield requests for a fair contribution to
maintain quality services and keep property
taxes in check.
THEY CAN AFFORD IT: CDH averages
$160M a year in profits and has $2 billion in
cash and investments. It is a big business.

www.villageofwinfield.com

Letter from the President
Winfield residents have long
suspected that Central DuPage
Hospital (CDH) isn’t pulling its
weight. Since 2013, hospital
administrators have repeatedly
stalled discussions with Village
officials about contributing their
fair share toward the cost of
services they enjoy for free as
a large tax-exempt business. In
response, our new Village Board
has formed a Hospital steering committee to study options for addressing this serious concern.
CDH can certainly afford to pull their own weight. Their
net profit after expenses has grown dramatically, averaging $160 million annually over the last five years, to become by far the most profitable hospital in the state. The
non-profit hospital now boasts reserves that have grown
to nearly $2 billion. Meanwhile, the Village has continued
cutting staff and services to cope with lean revenues and
leaner forecasts. CDH could pull their own weight for
Winfield services with just a small percentage of their annual profit.
Winfield has been the proud home of CDH and acknowledges that the hospital donates upwards of half a million

dollars per year to community organizations. Yet this
is far below one percent of annual hospital profits, and
does not reflect an equitable contribution towards the
costs that our residents pay to maintain a quality community.

Financial inequity

Winfield has been good for CDH. The hospital has
enjoyed a massive tax subsidy from Winfield taxpayers
and free services from the Village.
How can this happen? As a non-profit, CDH receives
tax exemptions in Winfield that are conservatively
estimated — using the county assessor’s method — to
total $42 million annually across all taxing bodies in
town.
These are tax dollars the community goes without, and
represent a massive subsidy Winfield taxpayers have
to support. Of this amount, the Village government
goes without an estimated $1.7 million annually, which
otherwise would help pay for Village services, such as
police and roads, that the hospital now enjoys for free
at Winfield taxpayer expense.
Using the county assessment rate, Village finance
officials conservatively estimate the equalized assessed value (EAV) of CDH’s campus at $430 million.

A Look at CDH finances
l

IRS filings show that CDH
is by far the most profitable
hospital in the state

l

Enjoyed an average profit of
$160 million per year over
the last five years

l

l

Has financial reserves
totaling $2 billion
Campus conservatively
projected at estimated
assessed value of $430
million

Responsibility
t
CDH is a very successful
business that has a
responsibility to fully
participate in funding
key services in Winfield.

2

In contrast to this amount, the assessor values the rest
of Winfield at a total EAV of $300 million. This means 60
percent of the Village’s property value is off the tax rolls,
creating an extraordinary burden for local taxpayers.
Tax-exempt status for profitable hospitals is protected
through friendly state legislation that their lobbyists
helped pass, which undervalues hospital property up to
80 percent less than for any other property in Winfield.
Through this new state statute CDH helped craft, the
hospital now claims their campus has an EAV of less
than $100 million, and that its tax exemptions are accordingly worth less. Artificially low valuation in hand,
CDH simply needs to report that their charity care
expenses for all patients in the western suburbs exceed
the value of local tax exemptions in Winfield.

The region benefits, Winfield pays the price

When questioned, CDH emphasizes their legal right
under new legislation to this massive subsidy from
Winfield taxpayers. My response: “It may be legal, but it
is not right.”
Winfield is a small community. When CDH gets a free
ride, the rest of us have to pay more — or accept a
lower level of service. Winfield’s Village government has
reduced staff members by nearly 20 percent in the last
decade to make ends meet. We struggle to keep our
roads in good repair and ensure our police department
is properly staffed.

We can’t afford to have
the hospital not do its
part. We are starting a
community discussion
around the facts of this
financial inequity, and
are exploring what we
can do to address the
problem. We are stronger as a community
when we are well informed and know what
our options are. You can
expect more information
about this issue in the
months to come.

CDH is not
pulling its
weight
t

CDH contributes well
below one percent
of its profits to the
Winfield community.

I want to establish a mutually beneficial relationship
with CDH. I also want the hospital leadership to understand that it is in their best interests for CDH to be a
responsible corporate citizen.
We are reaching out our hand in friendship to CDH.
Will CDH take our hand to forge a new partnership?
Erik Spande
Village President

How Central DuPage Hospital impacts Winfield
4
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Largest user of roads,
generating over
10,000 round trips
daily
Largest user of water
and sewer system
Largest user of law
enforcement
Largest property
owner, taking more
than half of Town
Center off the tax rolls

Largest user of Winfield law enforcement

Largest user of Winfield roads

Largest user of Winfield water
and sewer system
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How does CDH avoid paying its fair share?
While reaping large profits, hospitals can maintain
their tax-exempt status by reporting charity care expenses greater than the value of their tax exemption.
Tax-exempt status for profitable hospitals is protected through friendly state legislation that their lobby-

ists helped pass, which undervalues hospital property
by up to 80 percent less than for any other property in
Winfield. As the following chart reveals, Winfield bears
the entire burden of lost tax revenue, while the whole
region enjoys the benefits of free charity care.

Burden

Benefit
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Winfield taxpayers shoulder the entire burden of CDH’s
tax exemption. Estimates based on municipal populations
during 2013-2014. Figures in millions of dollars.
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THe struggle
t
Winfield is financially
challenged to provide
quality services, and
Winfield makes do with
less as a result of the
subsidies to CDH.

What if the hospital made a fair contribution?
Conservative calculations reveal the hospital’s yearly exemption from local
property taxes approaches $2 million for Village government alone. If CDH
contributed an equitable share toward paying for Village services, how could
those dollars be spent?
l

l

l
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SAFETY: Address public safety concerns with an additional police officer
on every shift and sergeant for both day and night shifts
SERVICE: Fill other key staffing needs, including Public Works Director,
accountant and IT support, and economic development

ROADS: Increase road funding and reduce levy for road bonds, for
which CDH share is currently subsidized by private property owners

l

INFRASTRUCTURE: Address aging facility needs and lessen reliance

l

STATE MANDATES: More fully fund longer term challenges with police

on water/sewer fees to support larger system sized to meet CDH demands
pensions and imminent revenue cuts and unfunded mandates from state

Why is CDH withholding information?

l

l

l

l

Hospital leaders have publicly
misstated their financial support
for the Village
CDH has publicized charity care
figures for Winfield, but declined
to reveal the profit they generate
in town

l

l

CDH has declined to provide
charity care or revenue figures
for other towns in service region

l

CDH ignored requests for public
information, such as IRS 990
income-reporting forms

l

Administrators have declined
to identify hospital board
members, or who represents
Winfield on their board
The hospital president has
claimed notable examples of
CDH voluntarily paying taxes,
but declined to identify any
Non-profit has ignored requests
for data on compensation and
how profits are utilized
CDH has repeatedly declined
invitations to address Winfield’s
steering committee

CDH statements suggest the Village
of Winfield will have to make do
Since 2013, the Village has attempted to work with the hospital to
find an equitable arrangement that would be mutually beneficial.
CDH has continually rejected requests to make a fair contribution to
our community.
In a meeting held on August 17, 2015, hospital leaders
acknowledged the unfair arrangement when they stated that they
understood “how the situation would seem unfair from the Village’s
point-of-view,” but that they were in compliance with new state
legislation they helped craft – which is favorable to hospitals –
suggesting the Village would need to make do.

How Is Winfield
different from
other towns with
hospitals?
Large, regional hospitals
like CDH are usually located
in bigger communities than
Winfield, minimizing the
impact of a large tax-exempt
institution on the local tax
base.
Winfield, however, is a
smaller town dominated by a
large, regional hospital that
occupies nearly 60 percent
of the property zoned for
business in the Town Center.
And CDH pays a small
fraction of the taxes that any
other business would.

Seeking a fair
contribution
t
The village seeks a fair
contribution from CDH
to maintain key services
so that property taxes on
homeowners can be kept
in check. CDH has so far
rejected this request.
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The hospital is growing
CDH continues to grow, and the impact the
hospital will have on our community is only going
to increase. If the Village does not address the

major financial inequity between the hospital and
our community, the negative impacts on Winfield
will only expand.

Why is this a critical
issue for Winfield?
Winfield is financially challenged to maintain
quality services and avoid tax increases.
l

l

l

l

l

CDH is largest user of Village services at
taxpayer expense
Majority of downtown property belongs to
CDH and thus off the tax rolls
Tax-exempt CDH is a big business,
averaging $160 million in annual profits
with $2 billion in cash and investments
CDH contributes well below one percent of
its profits to the Winfield community
CDH declines to discuss a fair contribution
with Village officials
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Looking for further information?
Visit www.CDHwhatsfair.org to learn more about
Winfield’s efforts to seek a more equitable arrangement with Central DuPage Hospital.
This dedicated website will include meeting agendas and minutes, studies and reports, as well as
FAQs. Learn about the background issues, hear
quotes from key participants and watch video
segments from Village Board discussions on this
topic of critical concern to Winfield’s future at
www.CDHwhatsfair.org.

www.CDHwhatsfair.org

Other News

Winfield development updates
The Village has retained the expert retail development firm of DK Mallon to assist individual property
owners along Roosevelt Road interested in assembling and marketing their properties for commercial
redevelopment. DK Mallon is a leading commercial
development broker in our area that specializes in
shopping and grocery-related developments. Recent examples of their work include securing Fresh
Market as the development anchor on a challenging
site in Lincolnshire, and a Heinen’s Market in Glenview. Winfield is pleased to be taking the next step
in commercial development of Roosevelt Road, and
updates will be provided as they become available.

Fresh Market development by DK Mallon in
Lincolnshire

Special census planned

Winfield is pleased to welcome many new residents
to town, and the Village expects to contract with the
U.S. Census Bureau to conduct a special census
next spring anticipated to confirm over 600 new
residents since the last official census in 2010. Staff
estimates the additional headcount can generate
approximately $85,000 per year in state-shared
revenue distributions to municipalities based on
population.
Model home underway in the new Timber Creek subdivision on County Farm Road

Timber Creek subdivision

Our newest subdivision is Timber Creek, located on
County Farm Road just south of St. Charles Road and
the Great Western Trail. The board approved the annexation and the first model home has already been
framed. This is the first of three phases, and the developer M/I Homes expects to move forward quickly.

Meeting Calendar
l

Riverwalk Committee: 1st & 3rd Monday

l

Plan Commission: 1st & 3rd Wednesday

l

Village Board: 1st & 3rd Thursday

l

Administration & Finance: 2nd Saturday

l

Winfield is Growing...Again

The last phase of the Shelburne Crossing subdivision is complete. The Silverwood Glen subdivision at Parkway Drive and County Farm Road
sold out in record time.

Communication & Technology:
Economic Development:
2nd Wednesday

l

Bikeways Planning Group: 4th Monday

l

Public Works: 4th Wednesday
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Village Updates
2015 Fall Leaf Collection Update
This year the free fall leaf and brush pick will follow
the same rules as last year. Below is a summary of
the guidelines and dates.
Leaves must be bagged in 33-gallon biodegradable
Kraft paper bags (available at grocery and hardware stores) with a maximum weight of 50 pounds.
Leaf burning is not permitted in the Village.
Branch bundles must tied with twine in bundles
no larger than 4 feet by 2 feet and not exceed 50
pounds in weight. Branches may not exceed 4
inches in diameter. Branches may also be placed in
33-gallon biodegradable Kraft paper bags.
Stickers will not be required on bagged leaves or
bundled branches.
All yard waste should be placed at the curb by 7
a.m. on Monday of your pick-up week.
Bagged leaves will be picked up the weeks of
November 2, 16 and 30 for the South side of town
(south of the tracks) and November 9 and 23 and
December 7 for the North side of town (north of the
tracks).
Stickers are still required for regular yard waste,
including grass, plant and garden material.
The last day for regular yard waste pick-up with
stickers will be November 24.
There will be no free leaf pick-up in the spring.

Elected Officials

President Erik Spande
Trustee John J. Bajor
Trustee Robert C. Greer
Trustee Dennis Hogan
Trustee James McCurdy
Trustee Philip Mustes
Trustee Carl Sorgatz
Clerk Anne Mareachen

630-933-7150
630-339-6344
630-605-4020
630-933-7100
630-933-7100
630-370-1975
630-534-0856
630-933-7100

Trick or Treating Hours - 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.
on Saturday, October 31.
Garden Club Bee Meeting

Our bee population is at risk. The Winfield
Garden Club will have an informative meeting presented by Karen and Chuck Lorence on
sustaining our bee population. They have been
beekeepers since 1971 and will share their vast
knowledge of the importance of bees in our gardens and as part of our food web. One third of
our food supply is pollinated by our bee friends.
“Bees and Your Garden” will meet November 3,
2015, at 6:30 p.m. at Our Savior Church, 501
Summit Avenue, and is open to the public

Winfield Boy Scout Food Collection
On Saturday, November 7, Boy Scouts from
Winfield Troop 575 will be placing door hangers at residences throughout Winfield. The
door hangers will be to request food donations
for the annual Winfield Food Drive, sponsored
by the Knights of Columbus, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, Cub Scout Pack 575, and Boy
Scout Troop 575. Donations will be picked up on
Sunday, November 8, and will be used stock the
St. John the Baptist Church Food Pantry. This
year, the goal is 8,000 pounds of food to help
the needy in our community.

espande@villageofwinfield.com
bajorj@villageofwinfield.com
rgreer@villageofwinfield.com
dhogan@villageofwinfield.com
jmccurdy@villageofwinfield.com
pmustes@villageofwinfield.com
csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com
amareachen@villageofwinfield.com
Village Hall
27W465 Jewell Road
Winfield, IL 60190
(630) 933-7100

8

0S021 Robbins Street
0S670 Oak Lane
0S502 Madison Street
0S035 Lee Court
27W355 Carrel Street
0S633 Cleveland Street
27W338 Churchill Road
27W126 Sycamore Lane

